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Exhibits Hit the Web
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The sixth online exhibit is a children’s map of Worcester County.  Illustrations of some of the Purnell Museum’s most popular artifacts are scattered throughout the county.  Kids can click on the little drawings to see a photo of the artifact and read more about it.  The artifacts represented include a Penny Farthing bicycle, quill pen, grooved axe, the Snow Hill Jail key, and the famous dressed fleas.





Other new features have been added to the website also.  There is a new online scavenger hunt that children can complete by perusing the online exhibits.  Participants can print out the worksheet and bring the completed version into the museum to receive a prize.





Updates to the website also include elements that will allow museum staff to update web information more easily, including adding up-to-the-minute news about museum events.  Photographs of museum events can also be added to the gallery webpage in a more efficient way.  Soon the Educator Resource Guide produced by the museum in 2005 will go online too.  The publication was funded by the Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore’s Community Needs Grant.





Those who wish to pay their museum membership dues online are now able to do so.  Using the PayPal system, members can pay electronically.  To see the many new features available on the website, please visit www.purnellmuseum.com.





Local Art Summer Show
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photography as well as painting.  Woodard comments that her photographic work—primarily in black and white—“reflects the same interest in contrast and light and shade that can be seen in the paintings.”  She received the Walter C. Thurston Memorial Award for photography in 2002.





Woodard’s paintings and photographs have been exhibited at a number of area locations including The Art Institute & Gallery, Chipman Cultural Center, Fulton Gallery, Guerreri University Gallery and Bishops Stock in Snow Hill.





The paintings of Rachel Woodard will be on display at the Purnell Museum from July 1 to August 22.











After-School Program Receives Honor


In May the Worcester County Board of Education recognized the Purnell Museum and artist Randy Hofrman for the African American History Painting Project.  During the course of six weeks the students in the museum’s after-school program at Snow Hill Middle School worked on three large paintings that depicted eras important to African American history.  Hofman designed the works, which included scenes from many of the historical chapters about which students learned during the program.  At the recognition assembly, the program was introduced by Extended School Program Administrator Dr. Kathleen Vail.





The student participants were:  Shelbi Bonnaville, Jolisa Jackson, Molly McAllister, Sarai Nwagbaraocha, Jazman Perdue, Shakiyra Bolden, Raven Shamblin, Shannon Sterling, Hannah Tingle, Billy Belote, Bianca Daniels, Ashley Jenkins, and Sean Purnell.





Plaza Blanca by Rachel Woodard
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FiberFest visitors meet Montadale sheep from All Seasons Farm.








Snow Hill


Church tour





Visitors to Snow Hill often remark on the large number of churches contained in such a small town.  We do boast many historic and architecturally interesting churches, and the public will have a chance to tour them and learn more about their histories during the Purnell Museum’s Church Tour.  The event will take place on September 30.





The group will begin with a tour of the Purnell Museum, which is housed in the former St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church.  They will continue the tour by visiting Makemie Memorial Presbyterian Church, All Hallows Episcopal Church and others.  At All Hollows, a bible from 1701, given to the church by Queen Anne, and the painting The Madonna of the Chair are on display.  Makemie Church is remarkable for its architecture and for being the first organized Presbyterian congregation in this hemisphere.  Representatives from the churches will briefly tell guests about their church and point out interesting features.  Refreshments will be provided.


 


The tour will begin at 12:30 pm 


and will take 


approximately 


3 hours to 


complete.  


The cost is $6 


per person or $10 


for two.  


Reservations 


are required.  


Contact the 


museum 


at (410) 632-0515.








A Fun-Filled Festival!


Third Annual FiberFest is Best Yet





The third annual textile festival, FiberFest!, on May 13, featured ideal weather and wool-bearing special guests.  Alpacas accompanied their owners Nancie and Kellyn Wirthlin from LuckyGirlZ Farm and were as popular as ever with guests.  Sheep were also in attendance.  Karen and Harry Taylor, owners of the All Seasons Farm in Somerset County brought two of the farm’s young Montadale sheep.





Members of the Central Delmarva Fibers Guild played important roles at FiberFest! by offering demonstrations and selling handcrafted items. Shoshana Matthews, Debby Lewis-Idema, and Mary Ann and Jim Wandell of the Guild performed demonstrations of the loom, spinning wheel, drop spindle and lucet. 





Guests experimented with weaving on a PVC pipe loom, sponsored by Snow Hill hardware store B&N, Inc.  As always, there were plenty of textile-based crafts and activities for children and new this year, visitors could have lunch at the event.  The Youth Group from Abundant Life Apostolic Church sold fresh-grilled hamburgers and hot dogs to raise funds for their activities.  The museum sold sodas, which were generously donated by our sponsor Pepsi of Delmarva.  Additional refreshments for our staff of volunteers were generously donated by Food Rite of Snow Hill





The Purnell Museum thanks the other volunteers who helped make the event such fun for all:  Raineyl Coiro, Monica Buckley, Francisca Cintron, Dawn Manyfeathers, Stacy and Gracie Mitchell of The Fine Needle, Frank Daniels, Marie Hannah, Marie Stenger and Betty Andrews of the Assateague Questers, Julia Bauman, Sherry Glascox, Tony & Jason St. Hippolye, Alyssa & Alex Shockley, Cam Miller, Joan Dori, and Charlotte Mullen.





terrain of the desert southwest has captivated the imaginations of several generations of her family, beginning with her grandfather who once ran an art gallery in Taos, New Mexico.  





Woodard’s paintings of both regions have a soft, atmospheric quality.  The tonal quality of Plaza Blanca, with its many shades of red-brown, gives the landscape a dream-like feel.  Viewers will notice a similar effect in her works depicting the familiar landscape of the Eastern Shore.





Photography also informs Woodard’s paintings.  She holds a degree in 


Continued on page 2





On July 1 the museum will present a new exhibit of landscapes in oil by local artist Rachel Woodard.  The artist is a long-time Maryland resident and graduate of Salisbury University.   





The landscapes to be on display at the Purnell Museum depict two of the artist’s favorite environments, those of Maryland’s Eastern Shore and the American Southwest.  Woodard cites an interest in the “opposing natures of the two disparate landscapes--our area and the Southwest.”





The artist gained an appreciation for the beauty of the American landscape during a childhood of travel.  The 











Local Art Summer Show


Rachel Woodard’s Landscapes on Display








includes numerous artifacts, which visitors can view and read about.  In most cases the information about each artifact is more extensive than what is found in the physical museum exhibit.  





“Because of this, the online exhibits will be of interest to those who have visited the museum, as well as those who are visiting the virtual exhibits because they cannot visit the actual museum,” commented Executive Director Mary St. Hippolyte.
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As part of the ongoing Programming Education through Technology (PET) Project, funded by a grant from the Institute for Museum and Library Services, the museum’s website has recently undergone improvements.  When internet users visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.purnellmseum.com" ��www.purnellmseum.com�, they will now find six online exhibits.  





Five permanent exhibits were chosen to appear online:  The Art of Julia Purnell, Before Emancipation, People of the Pocomoke, The General Store, and Victorian Pastimes.  Each of these





Exhibits Hit the Web!


purnellmuseum.com expands





Historic Church Tour
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The Purnell Museum kicked off a summer series of programs for teens in June with a knitting workshop.  At the workshop, which was held at the Snow Hill and Pocomoke branches of the Worcester County Library, teens learned basic knitting skills and made their own knitting needles to take home. 





Two teen workshops are still upcoming:





Fight for your Rights: The Civil Rights Movement at the library, Pocomoke branch, July 11 at 2pm; Snow Hill branch July 13 at 2pm.  Create a peace bus.





Gross & Scary History at the library, Pocomoke branch, Aug. 8 at 10:30am; Snow Hill branch, Aug. 10 at 2pm.  








Museum Programs for Teens 
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Purnell Sampler
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